
Northwest District 
of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

March 20, 2018 Wyndham Southbury Hotel, Southbury, CT 

Attendees: Bryan Sautters (Highlander), Dave Shannon (Litchfield), Sam Olmsted (Litchfield), Laura 
Anderson (New Fairfield), James Bishop (New Milford), Jay Zalewski (Pomperaug), Tim Holland 
(Pomperaug), Joe Abdella (Shepaug), Tom Fitzpatrick (Sherman), Beth Lahey (Thomaston), Kim Maczisa 
(Thomaston), Mark Crowe (Torrington), Corrado Perugini (Watertown), Kevin Lillie (Winchester United), 
Dave Brouillette (Wolcott), Paul Maloney (Wolcott), Jane Girgasky (Woodbury-Bethlehem), Scott Shakley 
(District Registrar), Karen Puskas (Treasurer), Steve Vetter (Brookfield), Dennis Fowler (Terryville), Nick 
Meglio (Bunker Hill), Alex (CT Impact), Ricardo (CT Impact), Michael Diorio (Northwest United), David 
Cardoro (New Milford), Carlos Medeiros, Kelly Gereski 
 
Not in Attendance: Danbury 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Minutes: The minutes from January’s meeting have been posted on our website.  If any changes need to be 
made, please let Corrado know. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The CJSA system was down, so Karen doesn’t have the detailed numbers, but there’s 
$135,000 in our bank account. We have about 20 kids signed up for the U9/U10 development program. 
 
Registration: Everyone is doing a great job getting everything in.  Valid forms of proof of age are birth 
certificates or passports only, no other forms of identification will be accepted.  If you’re still using the legacy 
system and need player pass cardstock, Scott has some. In the fall, all league registrations must be in Stack 
Sports. A question was asked, when a coach registers as a coach, does the background check automatically get 
done? If the coach hasn’t cleared, then contact the CJSA office to see what the problem is. 

Training: We’d like to see more kids sign up for the U9/U10 development program.  There are five training 
sessions at one of two locations, Woodbury and Winsted.  This is a good way to keep your five or so best 
players in the club. You should start promoting it with your U8 players for the fall season as well.  If your 
coaches want to mirror what is being trained, contact Mario and he will email you the training plans. Mario will 
be at the coach’s meeting, try to get as many of your U9/U10 coaches to the meeting. Mario spoke about some 
future coaching initiatives.  Mario has national coaching credentials; we should take advantage of his expertise. 
The coaching education is much more coach friendly than it used to be. It’s more reality based and the coaching 
classes are filling up. CJSA is going to announce another D license course soon and probably two more after 
that. Also more 7v7, 9v9 and 11v11 modules will be available soon.  The district will pay for the venue and pay 
for the coaches.  The coach must pay their fee for the course and then once they pass the course, the district will 
reimburse the coach. CJSA is trying to develop more training centers, there are two in CT currently.  CJSA 
would ideally like to create one in the Northwest district. Our ODP program has been very successful, we would 
like this to continue. There’s a U14/U15 national team training session in Portland, CT (Portland TD Bank 
Fields) on May 1st at 5:30pm that Mario is coaching if you want to come and watch.  Mario can talk to you after 
the training if you have any questions. Mario can help clubs setup tryouts (how to rate the players and how to be 



professional) as well as give guidance about how to have parent meetings. Email or call him if you have any 
questions. August 17th & 18th is the district coach’s training from 8am – 12pm at Shepaug High  School. 
 
State Report: We are working some bugs out with Stack Sports. If you need help, let us know. A question was 
asked: will Stack Sports have facilities management in the future? Dave B. said that Stack Sports is beginning 
to listen to us and start to develop this part of the system. For now, keep using League Athletics for facilities 
management. Litchfield asked, has anyone had trouble printing out tournament rosters? Yes, this has been an 
issue. We’re not happy with the way this is working currently.  
 
Classic Travel: Spring team divisions were determined after the meeting. 

Website/Publicity: The information for the U9/U10 development teams are up on the website. 

Referees: Rule changes in the fall, John will talk to the coaches at the meeting next week. They’re changing the 
classifications for referees. We’ll let you know more at our next meeting. The whole program is being 
overhauled. 
 
Disciplinary: Please be sure to report any issues when they happen.  Usually Cory hears about issues two or 
three weeks later. Dave B. handed out a letter to parents, it’s a good idea to hand out to your club parents.  

Other: A suggestion was made: why don’t we just have a high school league? Most said that we have that, it’s 
called U16 or U19. Do we still want to have a residency rule for all of the A division teams in order to increase 
the quality of the A teams for future seasons? Dave B. asked for a show of hands just as a straw poll, 13 said 
yes, 4 said no. We need to evaluate the risks and rewards of this? 

Sam mentioned that they would like players who play in A division for another club to still be able to play for 
their home club’s B division. Dave B. said that this is prohibited at the state level, but he is working with the 
state to see if this rule could change. Dave S. (Litchfield) suggested that we have fewer districts in CT and make 
the districts better.  

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be May 15th at 7:30pm.  

Upcoming Dates: Spring Coach’s Meeting – March 27th 


